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IPATA HEAIJIA BEJIUKOI'O TIOCTY
29 BEPE3HH1, 2020

MOJINTUCSH OHJTIAMH, HE LUWINTYBATU MNTALLAHULUI, HA BEJINKOEHDb
CNYXXUTU HA BYJINUI, - TNIABA YITKU AAB MNOPAAMN, SIK CITYXKUTU
Y CTPACHUMN TUXAEHDb I HA BEJIUKAEHDb

Oteub i naBa YKkpaiHcbKkoi peko-KaTonnubkoi LjepkBu bna>xeHHiwmnn CBSATOC/1aB Ha
YUCJIEHHI MPpOXaHHSs €NUCKoniB LlepkBu, sk y 4ac naHgemii Covid-19 cay>xutu CTpacHi v
riacxasibHi 60rocnyxiHHs, AaB A€KisibKa rnopasd. BaxkinBo 3a3Hauntu, wo YKl €
r;n106as16HoO0 LlepKBOIO, siKa rNpUCYTHSI Ha BCIX KOHTUHEHTax. Tomy rnnopaau nasm YKL
MarTb yHiBepCcaslbHUN XapaKkrep.

Ha ocHOBI UMx nopag eNUCKoNun y
CBOIX €Enapxigax Ta ek3apxaTtax MakoTb
AO0MNOMOITH CBSILLEHHMKAM cpopmyBaTH
KpuTepil CTOCOBHO MOBEAiHKMN
CBALLEHHOCYXUTENIB Yy LMX
HaA3BMYaMHUX 0BCTaBUHaXx.

Mepwe - aKwo y CTpaCHUM TUXAEHD i
. Ha cBATO BockpeciHHA XpUCTOBOro B
KpaiHax Haloro rnpoXwBaHHSA TpUBaTuUMe
y KapaHTWH, TO nacxanbHi 60rocnyxiHHA
{ cnin NpoBOAMTM B Takuit camuii cnociob,
AK MU MOSIMNUCS B Heaini Benukoro
nocTty, To6To 3apas.

lMpencroaTenb BBaXxae, WO BipHUX
Tpeba 3aoxouyBaTu FIKHaVI6IJ'IbLIJe KOpUCTaTH i3 TpaHCNAUIN LuepKoBHMX 6orocnyx6, ane ix
MaloTb 3abe3neynTn CBSLWEHHOCTYXnTenNi 3 Xxpamis Ta cobopis.

[pyre — cTpacHi 1 BefIMKOAHI cnyX6bu Luboro poky B ycin Katonuubkin LiepkBi
cnyxaTtbcs 6e3 y4yacTi BipHMX — 3apaan 6e3nekn, wob 3MEHLUTN KOHTAKT MiX NH0AbMU i
He MownproBaTH BipYyCiB.

TpeTe — y Benukui yeTsBep LbOro poky He BUKOHYBATW 06psay BMUBAHHSA Hir.

(NpoZoB)XeHHS Ha CT. 4)




FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
MARCH 29, 2020

NOPAAOK BOIrOCJIDXXEHb (30ro 6epesHsa oo 5ro kBiTHA, 2020)
ORDER OF SERVICES (March 30 to April 5“‘, 2020)

MoHeainok — Mon. 30 8:00 A.M. End to coronavirus epidemic
Special Intention
7:00 P.M. Way of the Cross — XpecHa [dopora

BiBTopok — Tues. 31 8:00 A.M. +Diane Storkel - family
Cepena - Wed. 1 NITYPrIA HANEPEQOCBAYEHUX OAPIB -
LITURGY OF PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
7:00 P.M. All infected with coronavirus

Special Intention
A.M. Intercession of St. John Paul II - Luba Lukomskyj
M. COPOKOYCTH - SOROKOUSTY
M. NITYPIrIA HAMEPEOOCBAYEHWUX OAPIB -
LITURGY OF PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
Medical staff working with coronavirus patients
Cyb6oTa - Sat. 4 9:00 A.M. In thanksgiving for all blessings
Special Intention
Special Intention
Hepnina - Sun. 5 10:00 A.M. for our parishioners
11:30 A.M. Special Intention
12:00 - 2:00 TloceayeHi Jlo3u Bigibpatu npu Bxoai Ao CYM-y
Blessed pussywillows outside entrance to SUM

YetBep — Thurs. 2 8:00
MN'aTHnua — Fri. 3 6:30 P.
7:00 P.

BALU AAP BOIrOBI TA NMAPA®II - YOUR GIFT TO GOD & PARISH
Hegnins 15ro 6epesHs / Sunday, March 15™ - $1,500.00
byaisenbHuin ®oHg / Building Fund- $2,771.00

HAAXOAAYI NOAII - UPCOMING EVENTS
5 KBITHA - 24 TOANHHE MOJIIHHA / APRIL 5 - 24 HR. PRAYER VIGIL

MPOCUMO MOJINTUCHA 3A: o.OpeHka ABaHTa, 0.J/leoHapaa KopunHCbKOro,
o.Muxanna KysbMmy, 0. Tomy lobpoBonbCcKoro, o. AHApis YnpoBCcbKkoro, o. PomaHa
Narony, Tuma Nanpepa, Adebi Mniwkun, Onbry Wupmnp, Mapax MaTsiis, Kaptepa BopmaH,
Jloby YopHy, €ereHa lMasniwa, borgaHa tOpuHUs, J1oby JlykoMcbky, AHapeto AHApec,
€BreHito AxHiB, XXoaHy Cokanbcbky, Jlapucy Aac, lOpia Haraescbkoro, [Ixeki
Muwkiesn4d, XpuCctnuHy PypnascbKky, AHHY Hasap, KenBnH MeKMeH i 3a BCiX HeAYXUX.

PLEASE PRAY FOR: Fr. Frank Avant, Fr. Leonard Korchinski, Fr. Mykhailo Kuzma,
Fr. Tom Dobrowolsky, Fr. Andriy Chirovsky, Fr. Roman Lahola, Fr. Bohdan, Tim Heider,
Debbie Plishka, Olha Schirmer, Marge Matviuw, Carter Borman, Luba Chorny, Eugene
Pawlisz, Bohdan Yurinets, Luba Lukomskyj, Andrea Andres, Betty Jachniw, Laryssa Das,
Yuriy Nahayewsky, Jackie Myshkiewicz, Christine Rudawski. Anna Nazar, Calvin McMahon
and all those in need of our prayers.
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(npogoB)XeHHs 3 CT. 2)

YeTBepTe - y Bennky n'aTHMUIO HE pOBUTU XOAHUX NPOLECIA — Hi B XpaMi, Hi Mo3a HUM.
MnawaHuyo MoXHa BUHECTU 3i cBaTuAuLwa npsamo Ao boxoro rpoby Ta BCTaHOBUTHU
obMexeHHS nepea caMoto naawaHuueto, Wwob BipHi He nigxoannu ang ii uinyBaHHS.
BnaxeHHiwunn CBaToCNaB paauTb OpraHizyBaTu AOCTYN A0 NiawaHuui Tak, wob noam He
CKYn4yyBanncCsa B XpaMi NoHaj BCTaHOBJIEHY CaHiTApHUMM HOPMaMu AOMYCTUMY KilbKiCTb
ocib.

MN'ate — y Heaino Macxu cnyxutu, no 3mMo3i, Haasopi. He pobuTn nNpouecin — Hi B
XpaMi, Hi JOBKO/1a XpaMy. SKLWO BAaAMKM BBAXAaTUMYTb 3a MOX/IMBE, BiANOBIAHO A0
CaHiTapHMX HOPM NEBHOI KpaiHW, CIYXWUTW B XpaMi, TO B HbOMY MalTb nepebyBatoTb
nuuie CBAWeHHOoCNYXuTeni Ta cnisui. YCi iHWi NOBMHHI 3annWINTUCA HaaBopi. [1pn uboMy
iM Tpeba 3abe3neunTn MOXIMBICTb BpaThn yyacTb y 60rocnyxiHHAX, cayxatouun Bianpasu
yepe3 ryyHomoBUi abo nepernsggatoym ix Ha ekpaHax. Cnig NnpocuTu NoaeN He
cKkynyyBaTucs, a nepebyBaT Ha BCTAHOB/EHIN CaHITApHMMM HOPMaMUN BIACTaHI.

Ta ofgHakK, SAKLWO KapaHTUH LUbOro BuMaratume, cnig 6patn ydactb y 60rocnyxiHHsx yepes
TpaHCAALUii, 3anMwaydmcb Baoma.

LLlocTte — ocBsauyBaTtu no3y y KBiTHY HeZinto Ta CBATUTM NACKM M BENUKOAHI CTpaBn Ha
Macxy nuwe Hagsopi. [NpocuTn Npu UbOMY BipHUX HE CKYN4yyBaTUCA NOHAA A03BOJIEHY
HOPMY BiACTaHi Mix cobot. OcBsvyBaTh CTpaBn MOXHa Y BennkogHo cyboTy CTinbku
yacy, CKinbku ue 6yae noTpibHo.

Takox Mnaea LlepkBun Haronowye, abmn A0 XxpaMiB HE MPUHOCKUAM CTPaBN HA OCBSYEHHS
0CobM NITHBOro i NOXWUNOro BiKY; Ti, Y SIKUX YE€HN POANHU MAKOTb O3HAKKM pecnipaTopHOro
3axXBOPIOBAHHSA; Ti, XTO nepebyBa€ Ha caMoi3onauii. IX cnia NoBiAOMUTYM, IO BENMKOAHI
KOWMWKKN ByayTb OCBSAYEHI TeX 3a NocepesHUUTBOM OHJIAMH-TPAHCAAUIN.

"Mpuknagom y uboMy HaM Mae€ cnyrysaTtu Nana PUMCbkNi, 9k 6n1arocnoBnisie n0aen Ha
nnowi Ceatoro lMeTpa y BaTukaHi, i ue 6narocnoBeHHS NOLWMPHOETLCA TAKOX Ha TUX, XTO
€QHAETLCS 3 HUM 3a AOMNOMOrol paaio i TenebayeHHs", — 3anNeBHSAE bna)xeHiwLwnm
CeaTocnas. denaprameHT iHgpopmadii YIKL

OI'OJOHLIEHHA

1. Monumocs 3a ycix Bac i 3a KiHeub A0 NaHAeMii. Buwnite 6axkaHi iHTeHUil Ha agpecy
frmykhailo.attnet.

2. Yci BignpaBu oHNaunH. lNpocumMo Ao yyatn. Woao ganH nepesipun iHdopMauii Ha Pencbyk
abo Ha Beb-caunTi: icshrine.org

3. KpoOTKi HayKu WO Be4opa LUboro TMxHA o roa. 6:00 Beuip. B KBiTHY Heainto uinogeHHe
MONIHHA Bi4 12 niBHOYi 4ro TpaBHA A0 12 niBHOYI 5ro TpaBHA 3aMicTb lMpowi. MoxHa
3abpoHtoBaTK WacC Ha MONMTBY 3a aapecoto: https://fb.com/book/248028548563640/
A60 3anaiTb Ha ronoBHM ®encbyk CT. i BUH6EpiTb rosin KOAn XoumuTe MOJUTUCS.

ANNOUNCEMENT

1. We are praying daily for all of you and for an end to the pandemic. If you have personal
intentions please contact the parish office or email: frmykhailo@att.net

2. All services are on line. Please join us. The schedule and all information can be found on
Immaculate Conception Facebook and on our parish web-site at icshrine.org

3. A short meditation will be broadcast on Facebook at 6:00 P.M. every evening this week.
A 24hour Vigil from midnight April 4" to midnight April 5*". Sign up on our Facebook
page and choose your time or enter https://fb.com/book/248028548563640



https://fb.com/book/248028548563640/

5 KBiTHa — KBITHA HEQIJIA 3a rpuropiaHcbkum (HoBUM KaneHaapem). CeaTi JliTyprii i
NOCBAYEHHA NO3U BiabyBaTMMYyThCS B OHNanH pexumi: 10:00 paHKy aHrnincbkoro 11:30 paHky
yKpaiHCbKor CBsiueHy no3y MoXxHa 6yae nigiopartu Big 12 roaMHu npu Bxoai Ao
KyNnbTypHOro ocepeaky B lManatanH.
Bci BorocnyxeHHsa CtpacHoro TMXXHA BiaOyBaTUMYTbLCSA B OHNaWH peXnMmi.
CBsa4eHHA nacok B cyboty 11 kBiTHA o0 roa. 3 (Drive thru). 3 3:00 go 6:00 roguHn MOXHa no
oAHoOMYy nig'ixaTtu Ao Bxoay B KynbTypHUM ocepeak (CYM) B NMNanaTanH Wwob6 cBALWEHUK
no6narocnosuB Baw NMacxanbHuin Kowwuk.

*kkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkhkkxk
PALM SUNDAY. April 5: Divine Liturgies will be celebrated at 10AM in English and 11:30 in
Ukrainian. Blessed pussywillows will be available outside of CYM from 12 till 2 PM
All services of Holy Week will be online as are all of our services.
The blessing of Easter Baskets on Saturday, April 11" will be done by our priests from 3:00 —
6:00PM on a drive through basis, one car at a time. You can open your car door for the
blessing.

PRAYING ONLINE, NOT KISSING PLASHCHANYTSIA, SERVING OUT-
SIDE ON EASTER DAY - THE HEAD OF THE UGCC GAVE ADVICE FOR

WORSHIP DURING HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

Wednesday, 25 March 2020, 16:47

Father and Head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church,
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, on numerous requests from the

| bishops of the Church, explained how to serve Holy Week’s
and Easter services during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is
important to note that the UGCC is a global Church that is
present on all continents. Therefore, the advice of the Head
of the UGCC is universal. Based on these tips, bishops in
their eparchies and exarchates should help priests to form
the norms of behaviour in these extraordinary circum-
stances.

First of all, if during the Holy Week and the Feast of the
Resurrection of Christ, in our countries of residence the quarantine will continue, then the Easter
services should be held in the same way as we prayed on the Sundays of Lent, that is now. The
Primate believes that the faithful should be encouraged to make the most of online Liturgies,
and broadcasts should be provided by the clergy from temples and cathedrals.

Second, the Holy Week’s and Easter Liturgies throughout the Catholic Church will be served
ithout the participation of the faithful, for security purposes, in order to reduce contact be-
fween people and not to spread viruses.

hird, on Holy Thursday this year, do not perform the washing of feet.

Fourth, do not make any processions on Good Friday, whether in or outside the church. The
Plashchanytsia can be taken from the sanctuary directly to the tomb of the Lord. Set a re-
striction in front of the Plashchanytsia so that the faithful will not be able to kiss it. His Beatitude
Sviatoslav advises to arrange access to the shroud so that people do not gather in the temple
beyond the permissible number of persons.

Fifth - to serve Easter Liturgy, if possible, on the outside. Do not make processions - either in
the church or around the church. If the bishops consider it possible, according to the sanitary
ules of a particular country, to serve inside the church, then only the clergy and singers should
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be in it. Everyone else should stay outside. The people should be given the opportunity to partic-
pate in worship by listening to it through loudspeakers or viewing it on screens. People should
pe asked not to crowd, but to stay within the established sanitary standards. However, if the
quarantine requires, one should participate in worship through broadcasts while staying at
nome.

The sixth - to consecrate the willow branches on Verbna Nedilya (Palm Sunday), and to bless
Easter Breads (Paska) and Easter food only outside. At the same time, to ask the faithful not to
accumulate above the permitted norm of distance between themselves. It is possible to conse-
crate the food on Easter Saturday for as long as it is required.

Also, the Head of the Church emphasizes that the elderly, those whose family members have

[

P N —

signs of respiratory disease, as well as those who are in isolation should not bring Easter bas-
xets to the church. They should be informed that Easter baskets will also be sanctified through
bnline broadcasts. "The example of this is the Pope, who blesses people on St. Peter's Square in
the Vatican and this blessing extends to those who connect with him through radio and televi-
sion," assures His Beatitude Sviatoslav. You also should not perform hajivky on the church
grounds, or organize other festivities so as not to bring people together.

The UGCC Department for Information

POPE ADDRESSES WHAT TO DO SINCE MANY CAN’T
GET TO CONFESSION

Francis cites the Catechism to encourage the
faithful to express contrition, and make re-
solve to return to Sacrament as soon as it be-
comes possible.

Pope Francis took up the question that many
of the faithful are wrestling with as they are
under lockdown with churches closed: What
about confession?

The Holy Father addressed the issue March

20 during his homily at morning Mass.

The Pope introduced his homily saying that the verse from the First Reading from Ho-
sea: “Return to the Lord, your God” always reminds him of a song sung by Carlo Buti
some 75 years ago.

The Italian families in Buenos Aires used to listen to it. They liked it a lot. 'Return to

your daddy, he will still sing you a lullaby.” Return. But it’s your Father who tells you to
return. God is your Daddy. He’s not a judge. He’s your Daddy. Go back home.
The Holy Father compared the message to that of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, say-
ing that the father sees his son from a distance, “because He was waiting for him. How
many times He went up the terrace day after day, month after months, perhaps years
even. He waited for His son.”

Francis said that the Father’s tenderness, as seen in this parable, speaks to us espe-
cially during Lent.

[Lent] is the time to enter into ourselves and to remember the Father and return to
our Daddy. 'But, Father, I'm ashamed to go back because, you know, Father I've ...done
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so many things wrong.’ What will the Lord say? 'Return. I will heal their defection. I will
love them freely; for my wrath is turned away from them (Hosea 14:4).’ Return to your
Father. The God of tenderness will heal us.

This Father will heal us of “so many of life’s wounds,” the pope affirmed. “Going back
to God is going back to an embrace, the Father’s embrace, It’s not going to God. No, it’s
going back home.”

But in lockdown?

This habit of returning home “takes flesh in the Sacrament of Reconciliation,” the pope
explained.

I know that many of you go to confession before Easter... Many will say to me: 'But
Father...I can’t leave the house and I want to make my peace with the Lord. I want Him
to embrace me... How can I do that unless I find a priest?’

Do what the catechism says. It’s very clear. If you don’t find a priest to go to confes-
sion, speak to God. He’s your Father. Tell Him the truth: 'Lord. I did this and this and
this. Pardon me.’ Ask His forgiveness with all your heart with an act of contrition, and
promise Him, ‘afterward I will go to confession.’

You will return to God’s grace immediately. You yourself can draw near, as the Cate-
chism teaches us, to God’s forgiveness, without having a priest at hand.

At the end of his homily, the Pope expressed the hope that the word “return” might
“echo in our ears today”
Return to your Father. He’s waiting for you, and He will throw a feast for you.

OUR LADY OF MEDJUGORIE, QUEEN OF PEACE

"Medjugorje is the spiritual center of the world”
(St. Pope John Paul II)
Dear Family of Mary!

Message of our Lady on March 25, 2020:

L0 "Dear children! I am with you all these
years to lead you to the way of salva-
tion. Return to my Son; return to prayer
and fasting. Little children, permit for God
to speak to your heart, because Satan is
reigning and wants to destroy your lives
and the earth on which you walk. Be cou-
rageous and decide for holiness. You will
see conversion in your hearts and families;

' prayer will be heard; God will hear your
cries and give you peace. I am with you
and am blessing you all with my motherly blessing. Thank you for having re-

sponded to my call." (March 25, 2020)

She tells us to "Be courageous and decide for holiness. You will see conver-
sion in your hearts and families; prayer will be heard; God will hear your cries
and give you peace." I believe we are being given just such an opportunity today as
we join the world in praying for an end to the Coronavirus Pandemic.



https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c2a4.htm

In Jesus, Mary and Joseph!
Cathy Nolan
© Mary TV 2020




HPUT'AAYEMO YCIM NTAPADIAHAM

100 rinno npunumat Cati TaitHu napadissHUH TOBUHEH KHUTHU 32 MIPaBUJIAMHU BIpH Ta
cepiio3Ho miarotryButucs. [1o0pi (Bingani) napadisHu € Ti KOTpi:

1. B Henini i cBsita 6epyTh yuacTth B CBsTid JliTyprii

2. KepTByl0Th Uac, TaJlaHTH 1 MaTEPIATHLHO HMIATPUMYIOTH Mapadito

3. 3anucani g0 napadii

4. 3HaTh 3arajibHi MpPaBIy ¥ MOJUTBH HAIIOT BIpU

A REMINDER TO ALL PARISHIONERS
Reception of the Sacraments requires the committed practice of the faith and serious
preparation. Committed parishioners are those who:
1. Attend Divine Liturgy on Sunday’s and Feast Days
2. Give of their time, talents and financial resources
3. Have enrolled in the parish
4. Know and understand the basic prayer and tenets of our faith

Remember Our Parish in Your Will

You can leave a lasting legacy to benefit future generations! Please remember our Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Parish when creating your will. Your good works will continue after you
have gone! Please contact the office for information.

3rapanTte Hawy napadito y Bawomy 3anoBiTi

Bu moxeTe 3anuwimMTi YacTuHy CBOEI cnagvnHn Ha 6naro ManbyTHMX nokoniHb! Jlackaeo,
namsitanTte, napacdito HenopoyHoro 3avatTtsa NpeuuncTol [isn Mapii npu cTBopeHto Bawuoro 3anosity.
Bawi nobpi gina 6yayte npogosxyBaTucs nicnsi Baworo noBepHeHHs [Jogomy, Ao BiYHOro Xutts!



JOHN PAUL II'S SECRET FOR MAKING DIFFICULT DECISIONS

Cardinal Re remembers his years working for the Polish pope, and what he
learned from watching him.

During a book presentation
in Rome, the prefect emer-
itus of the Congregation
for Bishops, Cardinal Gio-
vanni Battista Re, empha-
sized that St. John Paul II
was a man of prayer, of
certainties, self-assured
because of his relationship
with God, and gifted with a
great ability to communi-
cate with people.
Cardinal Re was a direct
witness of the 26 and a
half years of Pope John Paul II's pontificate, and he revealed Wojtyla’s secret for making
difficult decisions: “He prayed for a long time.”
Cardinal Re recounted some episodes of the saint’s spiritual life, and said that the Polish
pope considered the “needs of the human spirit” to be no less important than those of
the body.
Difficult decisions
When at various moments of the day, such as during meals, the pope discussed im-
portant projects, problems, etc, and wasn’t able to reach an adequate decision, then he
would always conclude: "We need to pray even more so that the Lord will illuminate us
regarding this problem, so that the hand of God will come to our aid.”
Cardinal Re, who was the personal secretary of the Substitute for General Affairs of the
Secretary of State from 1971 to 1977, talked about an urgent case that was being dis-
cussed in depth during meetings of the oldest dicastery of the Roman Curia.
The pope had already listened to various opinions, and it seemed that a good response to
the problem was in sight. Then, the advisors to the Successor of Peter asked him if they
could publish his decision. “"No, no,” said Wojtyla, “I still need to pray a bit more about
this matter.”
Cardinal Re was named Secretary of the Congregation for Bishops in 1987, and remem-
bered another anecdote that illustrated John Paul II's spiritual criteria when it came to
making a definitive decision regarding a matter that would affect the lives of thousands
of the faithful, such as the naming of a bishop.
“I remember a plenary meeting of the congregation, in which the bishops’ votes were di-
vided evenly: 50% and 50%. Some were in favor of the first candidate, and others in-
clined more towards the second. Both candidates were excellent based on adherence to
tradition, knowledge of the place, and experience.”
“"We told him everything he needed to know, and Pope John Paul II took the papers in his
hands. It was Saturday night, and he told me, ‘"Monday morning I will celebrate Mass for
these intentions, and then I will reach a decision.’ I don't know why he didn't tell me he
9




would do it on Sunday, a day on which he would also celebrate Mass, but I think it was
probably because he already had a long list of intentions,” Cardinal Re explained.

The weekend passed, he recounted, and “Monday, in the afternoon, Cardinal Dziwisz (the
pope’s secretary) gave me the papers from the pope with the name of the bishop written
down, as he had promised.”

First task

Cardinal Re also remembered the pope’s pilgrimage to the Marian shrine of Mentorella,
one of the oldest shrines in Italy and Europe, on October 29, 1978. There, the pope told
the world that “the pope’s primary task is to pray.”

Since the inauguration of the Second Vatican Council, the future John Paul had had the
opportunity to stay in Rome on several occasions, whether for conciliar work or for other
tasks entrusted to him by Pope Paul VI. At that time, he loved to visit the Mother of
Grace, 46 miles from the Vatican, a shrine “hidden among mountains that attracted me
in a special way,” he said.

Thus, during his days in Rome, while praying before the Virgin, a “hunger for prayer”
grew within Wojtyla in order to do the will of God, especially during that decisive moment
for the Church in the world.

Cardinal Re quoted the words of the pope during that pilgrimage. “Prayer, which ex-
presses in various ways man’s relationship with the living God, is also the first task and
almost the first announcement of the pope, just as it is the first condition of his service in
the Church and in the world.”

Cardinal Re acknowledged the coherence between the pope’s words and deeds. “The
pope prayed to discover his deepest thoughts, and was convinced that the first thing he
had to do was to ask God for help so he could then make a decision, doing God’s will in
solving a problem. ”

“Lastly, John Paul II was a mystic, and that could be deduced when we his collaborators
saw him when he went hiking outdoors, in a beautiful country location, when we had to
leave him alone so he could pray and contemplate the landscape. That's when we could
see that he was a mystic.”

Cardinal Re commented on the book published by the Vatican’s publishing house, Christ,
the Church and the World (Cristo, la Chiesa e il mondo, published in Italian), which con-
tains previously unpublished catecheses by the then-Archbishop of Krakow (1965),
Wojtyla “"emphasizes the fact that without Christ we cannot understand the world, nor
can we embrace the mystery of man.”

He also shared the fact that “every catechesis is preceded by a phrase in Latin, a prayer.
A prayer that is not related to the text that it introduces.” In this way, “he wanted each
page to be an act of prayer so that, before beginning the reading, a thought would be
directed to God.”
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