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KOPOHABIPYC: KOMEHTAP BJIAXEHHILLOIO CBATOCIJIABA,
MABW YIKY

«Monimocsi 3a TMX, XTO 3axBOPIiB, 3a TMX, XTO HaNb6iNbL Bpa3InBmin 4o 4UbOro
BipycCy, a TaKo>x 3a npayiBHUKIB OXOpPOHH 3/JO0POB’si, afg)>xe BOHN rnepebyBaroTh
«Ha nepepgosin>», HanbinbLie pU3NKYHOTb CBOIM XXNUTTAM 3apagv 6e3snekn i
340pOB’A YKpaiHCbKOro cycninbCcrBa», — 3aK/nMKae bna>xeHHiwnn CBATocnas,
Oteysb i MnaBa YIrKL, pearyrouyn Ha OCTaHHIi nopgii, NoB’si3aHi 3
po3rnoBcrog)xeHHsIM Bipycy COVID-19.

Y cBoeMy KOMeHTapi ana JenaptameHTy iHdopmauii YIKL, MNpeacrosatenb MosiCHIOE, WO
YKpaiHcbka Npeko-KaTonunubka LlepkBa 6yne BUKOHYBaTU po3NoOpsaKeHHS Aep>XXaBHOI Ta
MicueBOl Bflaamn i caHiTapHux cnyx6. BogHo4ac NpocuTb yCiX rpoMaasiH BiANOBiAanbHO
CTaBUTUCA A0 3axoaiB 6e3snekun, 36epiratoum Npu LboMy abCOAOTHUN CNOKIN.

«Mun 3060B’A3aHi 4OTPUMYBATUCS BCiX NMpaBu, SKi BUNIMBAOTb 3 NEBHMUX PO3MNOPSAXKEHb
opraHiB aep>asHoi Bnagn. KpiM Liboro, 3a0Xo4yeMo /04en NoXmMnoro Biky i 6aTbKiB i3
ManuMu AiTbMU 3anmwaTnuca BAoMa, agXXe BoHM nepebyBatoTb Yy 30HI HANbiNbLWOro
PU3UKY.

Y uen yac Benmkoro nocty A0TPMMYMMOCS AOMALIHLOMO MOJIMTOBHOMO npasuna.
MoOXHa KOpUCTaTK i3 TpaHCAAUIn 60rocnyxiHb 3a nocepegHULTBOM Cy4yacHuX 3acobis
KOMYHiKaUii. 3a0X04YEMO CBALLEHHMKIB BiAMNOBIAATN HA MPOXAaHHS BIpPHUX YAINATA M
TaiHncTBa Cnosiai Ta Mpuyacta BaoMa, ocob/MBO KON NAETLCA NPO XBOPUX OCi6», —
3a3Hau4uB [naBa YIKLU.

LLlo cTocyeTbcs y4dacTi B 6orocnyxiHHax, bnaxeHHiwmnm Ceatocnas nepeaycim
3a0X04YYyE€E BCiX AOTPUMYBATUCS NMpaBua 0COBUCTOI ririeHM B Xpamax. Y Len nepiog moxe
6yTV onpaBAaHMM He TOPKATUCSA | He LinyBaTh iKoH. KpiM LLbOro, «BUMaraEMo B HalUunX
LepkKBax MocuUanUTK 3axoam npotuenigemMivyHoi 6esnekun, wobm Hawi xpamu 6ynun 3aexam
YMUCTUM i 6e3neyHnM MicueM ansg ocobucToi Ta CrnisibHOI MOUTBU>».

«Mun 3aKknNMKaeMo 40 NOCUIeHOT MONUTBU, Hacamnepes 3a 340poB’d. Lia monuTea
NTYHa€E NoCTINHO, ane Tenep Hexan BoHa byae nocuneHot. MoniMocs 3a 340pOB’a BCiX,

(NMpoAoB)XeHHS Ha CT. 4)




FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
MARCH 22, 2020

NOPAAOK BOrOC/IHKEHb (23ro no 29ro 6epesns, 2020)
ORDER OF SERVICES (March 23" to 29", 2020)

MoHeainok — Mon. 23 8:00 A.M. +Rev. Bohdan Kocur (P) - family
Special Intention
0 P.M. Way of the Cross — XpecHa [dopora
0 A.M. Health: Jeff, Laurel, Cate, Reillly, Erin, Griffin,
Tessa, Gigi — Kelecius family
Cepena - Wed. 25 BJIAFOBILEHHA BOroPoAMLI - ANNUNCIATION
9:00 A.M. +Hryhorij, Natalia, Lewko, Vera, Dana, Slawko,
Adrian - Luba Lukomskyj
7:00 P.M. Maria Kuzma - family
Special Intention
YetBep — Thurs. 26 8:00 A.M. Special Intention
MN’'aTHuuga — Fri. 27 6:30 P.M. COPOKOYCTWN - SOROKOUSTY
7:00 P.M. NITYPIrid HAMNEPEQOCBAYEHNX OAPIB -
LITURGY OF PRESANCTIFIED GIFTS
Special Intention
Cyb6ota - Sat. 28 9:00 A.M. +Bishop Yaroslav Gabro (P) - parish
Special Intention
In thanksgiving for guardian angels - L. Lukomskyj
Hepina - Sun. 29 8:30 A.M. Special Intention
10:00 A.M. for our parishioners
11:30 A.M. Health of those with cancer

7:0
BiBTOpok — Tues. 24 8:0

BALU AAP BOIrOBI TA NMAPA®II - YOUR GIFT TO GOD & PARISH
Hegnins 15ro 6epesHs / Sunday, March 15™ - $1,500.00
byaisenbHuin ®oHg / Building Fund- $2,771.00

SOME OF OUR PARISH LEADERS - AEAKI MAPAOIANIbHI NIAEPU
Parish Council: Stefko Kuropas, John Panko, Andrij Halak, Lesia Stasiuk, JoAnn Panko,
Jona3thon & Paula Close  Contact email: stefko85@yahoo.com
Finance Committee: Lesia Stasiuk, Lesya Lyashchun, Stefko Kuropas
Contact email: stasiuklesia@gmail.com
Building Committee Head: Michael Panko Contact e-mail: mnpanko@gmail.com
Brotherhood: Andrij Halak - contact email: ahalak@live.com

HAAXOAAYI NOAII - UPCOMING EVENTS
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(npogoB)XeHHs 3 CT. 2)
30KpeMa CTaplwux i giten — Tux, XTo Hancnabwum mixk Hamm. Ocobnmeo MONIMOCS 3a TUX,
SIKi ypa)keHi KopoHaBipycom», — nonpocue bnaxeHHiwunn CeBaTocnas.

KpiM Uuboro, BiH 3acTtepirae Bia 6yab-skoi ctTurMmaTtusadii abo SsKorocb HeraTUBHOIO
CTaB/eHHA A0 ypa)XkeHux BipycoM COVID-19 um Tnux, xTo nepebysae nig nigo3poto Wwoao
L€l Heayrn. «HiXTo HaBMUCHe caM He xo4ye byTu XBOPUM Ha Lo Heayry. JllogmHa Moxe
HaBiTb He 3HaTW, WO BOHA € XBOPOI. He NoTpibHO CTaBUTUCA 3 yrnepeaXeHHSM 40 CBOro
6nmxHboro. bo Cnoso boxe i
3anosiab N60BI A0 6AMXHBLOMO Ail0Tb HaBITb Ni4 Yac enigeMii», — cTBepaXye NaBa
YKL,

Ha aymky BnaxkeHHiworo Cesatocnasa, KOXXHOMY, XTO NOYYBAETbCS XBOPUM abo 3HaE, Wwo
6yB y NpUMIlLEHHI UM B KOHTaKTi 3 0cob0to, sKka Ma€E 03HaKK Ui€i xBopobu, BapTo
CaMOi30/1I0BATUCH, HE BUXOAS4M i3 LOMY.

MiacymoBytoumn, bnaxkeHHiwnmn CBATOCIaB BKOTPE 3aK/INKaB BipHMX LlepkBn MONMUTUCS 3a
npauiBHUKIB OXOPOHW 340p0OB’s, AKi Hanbinblwe pU3nKYyTb CBOIM XUTTAM 3apaium
6e3nekun i 300poOB’A YKpaiHCbKOro CycnifibCTBa, a Bnagy npocutb 6ytn ocobnmeo
BigNoBiganbHOW. «Bia BNagn o4ikyeMo po3yMiHHS A0 fogaen. A BCi rpoMaasHu, —
BMCNOBMIOE cnoAiBaHHA Mnasa YKL, — NnOBUHHI BigyyBaTn CborogHi ocobnmney
BiANOBIAANbHICTb 3@ 340pPOB’SA, CBOE i 6AMXKHBLOro». HenaptameHT iHpopmauii YIKL

MPOCMMO MOJINMTUCH 3A: o.dpeHka ABaHTa, 0.JleoHapaa KopunHcbKoro,
o.Muxanna Kysbmy, 0. Tomy JobpoBosibCKOro, o. AHApia YMpoBcbKkoro, o. PomaHa
Narony, Tuma Nangepa, Aebi MNniwkn, Onbry Wnpmnp, Mapax Matsiis, KapTtepa bopmaH,
Jlioby YopHy, €sreHa lNasniwa, boraaHa OpuHusa, Jltoby JlykoMcbKy, AHapeto AHApecC,
€sreHito AxHiB, XXoaHy Cokanbcbky, Jlapucy [ac, lOpia Haraeescbkoro, [xeki
Muwkiesund, XpuctnHy PyanascbKy, AHHY Hasap, XoHaTaH KfoBC i 3a BCiX HeaQyXuXx.
PLEASE PRAY FOR: Fr. Frank Avant, Fr. Leonard Korchinski, Fr. Mykhailo Kuzma,
Fr. Tom Dobrowolsky, Fr. Andriy Chirovsky, Fr. Roman Lahola, Fr. Bohdan, Tim Heider,
Debbie Plishka, Olha Schirmer, Marge Matviuw, Carter Borman, Luba Chorny, Eugene
Pawlisz, Bohdan Yurinets, Luba Lukomskyj, Andrea Andres, Betty Jachniw, Laryssa Das,
Yuriy Nahayewsky, Jackie Myshkiewicz, Christine Rudawski. Anna Nazar, Jonathan Close
and all those in need of our prayers.

OI'OJIOIIEHH S

1. BennkonocHi Bignpasu WO noHeainka, cepean i n'atHuui. CopoKOyCTW BianNpaBiseEMO 3a
Hawwux ynobneHnx yconwux nigdac nocty no n'atHuuyax o rog. 6:30 Bedip. Yci Bianpasu
3Haxo[asTbCA OHNaWH Ha Pencbyky.

2. Monumocs 3a ycix Bac i 3a KiHeub A0 naHAaemii. [JanTte 3HaTKU KOU Ma€ETe ocobuCTi
iHTEHUT.

3. Yci BignpaBu oHnanH. lpocumo Ao ydaTtun. Loao gariH nepeBipu iHpopMauii Ha ®Pencbyk
abo Ha Beb-canTi: icshrine.org

ANNOUNCEMENT

1. Great Lenten services are held every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Services for the
deceased are celebrated on Friday’s at 6:20 P.M. All services are on Facebook online.

2. We are praying daily for all of you and for an end to the pandemic. If you have personal
intentions please contact the parish office.

3. All services are on line. Please join us. The schedule and all information can be found on
Immaculate Conception Facebook and on our parish web-site at icshrine.org
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EXCERPT FROM CHRIST OUR PASCHA
The Promise of the Messiah’s Coming Expressed in the covenant between God
and humankind, the fulfillment of God’s promise proceeded in historical stages: “As for
me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you and your
descendants after you” (Gn 9:9, emphases added). The covenant between God and No-
ah and his sons is a first stage. Saint Irenaeus of Lyons emphasizes God’s initiative in
the establishment of covenant: “"How shall humankind pass into God, unless God had
[first] passed into humankind?” The rainbow, which unites heaven with earth, is a visible
sign of this covenant. Noah and his descendants, Shem, Ham and Japheth, are the rep-
resentatives of humankind, of all races, and nations, of the peoples united by “their own
language, by their families, in their nations” (Gn 10:5). (#164)

BNAXEHHILLWN CBATOCIAB: «MEPLUA BIANOBIAb LLEPKBU HA

NAHOEMIIO — LLE MOJIUTBA»
1'saTHMUA, 20 6epe3Hs 2020, 15:57

I
CboroaHi Ka)kyThb, WO MeAULMHA HE MOXKe 3YNMUHUTU NOLUMPEHHSA KOPOHaBipycy.
MpoTte naHAEeMi0 TOYHO MOXKe 3YNMMHUTU 0cobucTa BiANOBIAANIBHICTb KOXXHOrO. Lis
¢

I

tuTyauia — ue eneMmeHT boxxoi negarorikn. Mo)xnmBo, B Takmu cnoci6é bor 3acraBnse
Hac 6yTn nopocnumn? Taky AyMKy BucnosuB Oteub i MaBa YkpaiHcbkoi Fpeko-
aTonmubkoi LlepkBu BnakeHHiwmnn CBaTtocnas y nporpami «BigkpuTta LlepkBa>» Ha
<JXmnBomy Tb>». CniBpo3MOBHUKOM 6yB Mukona BepeceHb.
r naBa LlepkBu Big3HaA4yuB, WO KON AOANHA ANBUTLCS
B 061M4ua cMepTi, B 061M4YS XaxnmBoi XBOpobu, Ky Mu
He BMIEMO JliKyBaTK, HaBIiTb AKY HE BMIEMO 3YMUHUTU, MU
BiAYYBAEMO, WO MU € HA MeXi AKOrocb JIIDACLKOro
aoceigy. Mu BigKpMBaEMO SIKiCb HOBI FpaHi B cobi, B
cycninbcTsi. I ntognuHa, 9ka AyMae€, WO BOHA €
BCE3HAMKOI0, LLIO BOHA BCE TPMUMAE MiJ KOHTPONEM, Y Hei
panToM 3’aBNATbCA BiAYyTTS, WO BOHA WOCb HE 3HAE,
4OroCb He po3yMie.
4 _ «I ue ayxe nobpe, — BBaxae lNpeacroatenb, — HE

AL A\ Tpeba COpOMUTUCA CKasaTu: S He 3HaAtD, 9 He MOXY, S He
3Mito, 60 LUe caMe Ta MUTb, KOJIM MU MOXEMO LWOCb HOBOIO 3P0O3YyMiTH>».

3a noro cnosamu, neplia Bignosiab LlepkBu Ha naHAeMilo, Ha CUTYyaLlilo, sika cknanacs y
CBiTi, — MmonuTBa. To6TO MK cninkyemMocs 3 bOroMm, KM € AXKepesioM Haloro XuUTTs, 340pOB'S.
Mutaemo Moro yomy. I HaMaraemocs no4yyTu BigNOBIAb.

«Te, WO 9 NO4YYyB, 9K MeHi BUrngpae... Y HawoMmy AyxX0BHOMY XUTTi [ocnoab bor HaM yacoMm
HO3BONSIE NOMUINTUCA, BNacTn, po3butu cobi 4ono... bo nuwe To4i MM NOYMHAEMO PO3YMITH,
o HaM Tpeba pocTn, y Hac 3'9BNSATbCA Big4YyTTS, WO MU YOroCb HOBOIO BYMMOCS. MOXNnBO,
CbOroAHi NOACTBO BUMTbLCS Bnepwe 6yt rnobanbHO CnifibHOTO. I Wo B Tih rnobanbHOCTI €
HecCb i BenmKa BpasnmBICTb, WO pyXakTbCa N0 3eMHIN Kyni He TiNbKu ntoan, ane n sipycu. He
i
L

[iNbKN AYMKM, iael, rpowi, ane TakoxXx i NIACbKi rpixm, Hawi cnabkocTi», — ckasas [(NnaBa
lepKkBu.

«ToMmy, — gogas bnaxeHHiwmnm CeATOCNAB, — i M1, NEPEXUBLUM L0 NAaHAEMIIO B YyMOBaX
Takoro rnobanbHOro NOACTBA, B YMOBAX TakKoro BCECBITHbLOrO cena, B ike MU
MepeTBOPHEMOCSH, MU CTAaHEMO TPOLLKM AOPOCAilWnMKM i, cnoaiBatocs, 6inbw BiaNoBigaNbHUMMU
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3a cebe i 33 CBOro 6JIMXKHbOro».

3a Moro cnoBaMun, CbOroaHiWHA cUTyauis — ue neparorika, gocsia. «floroabTecs 3i MHOMO,
110 Le Moxe 6yTn oaHMM 3 eneMeHTiB boxoi neaarorikn, ik Focnoab bor 3actaBnsie Hac 6yTu
1opocnmmn. bo gopocnuin — ue ToKn, XTo BMIE 6paTu BiANOBIAANbHICTb 3@ CBOI BUMHKU», —
Haronocus lNMpeactoatens YIKLU.
KAKLWO MU, 9K CyCnifibCTBO, CbOroAgHi 6yaeMo AOpOC/IMMUM, MU 3MOXKEMO NepexnTn byab-sKi
KaTaki3Mu Ta Bipycu», — nepekoHye bnaxeHHiwmnmn CeaTocnas.
HenaptameHT iHpopmauyii YIKL

DARE TO STAND IN YOUR SUFFERING

I really want to encourage you not to despair, not to lose faith, not to let go of God in you
ife, but stand in your suffering as a person who believes that she is deeply loved by God.
\Vhen you look inside yourself, you might sometimes be overwhelmed by all the brokenness
and confusion, but when you look outside toward him who died on the cross for you, you
might suddenly realize that your brokenness has been lived through for you long before you
ouched it yourself.

Suffering is a period in your life in which true faith can emerge, a naked faith, a faith that
romes to life in the midst of great pain. The grain, indeed, has to die in order to bear fruit ang
vhen you dare to stand in your suffering, your life will bear fruit in ways that are far beyond
our own predications or understanding. . . . Spend some time each morning doing nothing
put simply sitting in the presence of God and saying the Jesus Prayer. Gradually, God will
enter your heart in a new way and bring new light into your struggle.

POPE ADDRESSES WHAT TO DO SINCE MANY CAN’T
GET TO CONFESSION

Francis cites the Catechism to encourage the faithful
to express contrition, and make resolve to return to
Sacrament as soon as it becomes possible.

Pope Francis took up the question that many of the
faithful are wrestling with as they are under lock-
down with churches closed: What about confession?

The Holy Father addressed the issue March 20 dur-
ing his homily at morning Mass.

The Pope introduced his homily saying that the verse from the First Reading from Ho-
sea: “Return to the Lord, your God” always reminds him of a song sung by Carlo Buti
some 75 years ago.

The Italian families in Buenos Aires used to listen to it. They liked it a lot. 'Return to

your daddy, he will still sing you a lullaby.’ Return. But it’s your Father who tells you to
return. God is your Daddy. He’s not a judge. He’s your Daddy. Go back home.
The Holy Father compared the message to that of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, say-
ing that the father sees his son from a distance, “because He was waiting for him. How
many times He went up the terrace day after day, month after months, perhaps years
even. He waited for His son.”

Francis said that the Father’s tenderness, as seen in this parable, speaks to us espe-
cially during Lent.

~—

-
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[Lent] is the time to enter into ourselves and to remember the Father and return to
our Daddy. 'But, Father, I'm ashamed to go back because, you know, Father I've ...done
so many things wrong.’ What will the Lord say? 'Return. I will heal their defection. I will
love them freely,; for my wrath is turned away from them (Hosea 14:4).’ Return to your
Father. The God of tenderness will heal us.

This Father will heal us of “so many of life’s wounds,” the pope affirmed. “Going back
to God is going back to an embrace, the Father’s embrace, It’s not going to God. No, it’s
going back home.”

But in lockdown?

This habit of returning home “takes flesh in the Sacrament of Reconciliation,” the pope
explained.

I know that many of you go to confession before Easter... Many will say to me: 'But
Father...I can’t leave the house and I want to make my peace with the Lord. I want Him
to embrace me... How can I do that unless I find a priest?’

Do what the catechism says. It’s very clear. If you don’t find a priest to go to confes-
sion, speak to God. He’s your Father. Tell Him the truth: 'Lord. I did this and this and
this. Pardon me.’ Ask His forgiveness with all your heart with an act of contrition, and
promise Him, ‘afterward I will go to confession.’

You will return to God’s grace immediately. You yourself can draw near, as the Cate-
chism teaches us, to God’s forgiveness, without having a priest at hand.

At the end of his homily, the Pope expressed the hope that the word “return” might
“echo in our ears today”
Return to your Father. He’s waiting for you, and He will throw a feast for you.

OUR LADY OF MEDJUGORIJE, QUEEN OF PEACE
“"Medjugorje is the spiritual center of the world”
(St. Pope John Paul II)
C A Dear Family of Mary!
A March 15, 1984 "Tonight also, dear children, I
5 am grateful to you in a special way for being
here. Unceasingly adore the Most Blessed Sac-
rament of the Altar. I am always present when
the faithful are adoring. Special graces are then
being received."
Last night, at the outside altar of St. James
Church in Medjugorje, there was Adoration of Jesus
' in the Blessed Sacrament! It had been a long day,
but the Parish persisted, and we had a full hour of
adoring Jesus in the dark! It was incredibly beautiful. The prayers to Jesus, spoken by
the young priest who led us in adoring Jesus are beautiful. They are simple and deep.
You may want to pull up the adoration video and pray along again. We need Jesus, in
the Living Bread. We need Him very much in these days.
In Jesus, Mary and Joseph!
Cathy Nolan
©Mary TV 2020



https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p2s2c2a4.htm

HPUT'AAYEMO YCIM NTAPADIAHAM

100 rinno npunumat Cati TaitHu mapadisHUH TOBUHEH XUTH 3a MPaBUIaMH Bipu Ta
cepiio3Ho miarotryButucs. [1o0pi (Bingani) napadisHu € Ti KOTpi:

1. B Henini i cBsita 6epyTh yuacTth B CBsTid JliTyprii

2. KepTByl0Th Uac, TaJlaHTH 1 MaTEPIATHLHO HMIATPUMYIOTH Mapadito

3. 3anucani g0 napadii

4. 3HaTh 3arajibHi MPaBIy i MOJUTBY HAIIOT BIpU

A REMINDER TO ALL PARISHIONERS
Reception of the Sacraments requires the committed practice of the faith and serious
preparation. Committed parishioners are those who:
1. Attend Divine Liturgy on Sunday’s and Feast Days
2. Give of their time, talents and financial resources
3. Have enrolled in the parish
4. Know and understand the basic prayer and tenets of our faith

Remember Our Parish in Your Will

You can leave a lasting legacy to benefit future generations! Please remember our Immaculate
Conception Ukrainian Catholic Parish when creating your will. Your good works will continue after you
have gone! Please contact the office for information.

3rapanTte Hawy napadito y Bawomy 3anoBiTi

Bu MoxeTe 3anuwimMTi YacTUHY CBOEI cnagvnHn Ha 6naro manbyTHMX nokoniHb! Jlackaso,
namsitanTte, napacdito HenopoyHoro 3avatTtsa NpeuuncTol [isn Mapii npu cTBopeHto Bawuoro 3anosity.
Bawi nobpi gina 6yayte npogosxyBaTucs nicnsi Baworo noBepHeHHs [Jogomy, Ao BiYHOro Xutts!



JOHN PAUL II'S SECRET FOR MAKING DIFFICULT DECISIONS

Cardinal Re remembers his years working for the Polish pope, and what he
learned from watching him.

During a book presentation
in Rome, the prefect emer-
itus of the Congregation
for Bishops, Cardinal Gio-
vanni Battista Re, empha-
sized that St. John Paul II
was a man of prayer, of
certainties, self-assured
because of his relationship
with God, and gifted with a
great ability to communi-
cate with people.
Cardinal Re was a direct
witness of the 26 and a
half years of Pope John Paul II's pontificate, and he revealed Wojtyla’s secret for making
difficult decisions: “He prayed for a long time.”
Cardinal Re recounted some episodes of the saint’s spiritual life, and said that the Polish
pope considered the “needs of the human spirit” to be no less important than those of
the body.
Difficult decisions
When at various moments of the day, such as during meals, the pope discussed im-
portant projects, problems, etc, and wasn’t able to reach an adequate decision, then he
would always conclude: "We need to pray even more so that the Lord will illuminate us
regarding this problem, so that the hand of God will come to our aid.”
Cardinal Re, who was the personal secretary of the Substitute for General Affairs of the
Secretary of State from 1971 to 1977, talked about an urgent case that was being dis-
cussed in depth during meetings of the oldest dicastery of the Roman Curia.
The pope had already listened to various opinions, and it seemed that a good response to
the problem was in sight. Then, the advisors to the Successor of Peter asked him if they
could publish his decision. “"No, no,” said Wojtyla, “I still need to pray a bit more about
this matter.”
Cardinal Re was named Secretary of the Congregation for Bishops in 1987, and remem-
bered another anecdote that illustrated John Paul II's spiritual criteria when it came to
making a definitive decision regarding a matter that would affect the lives of thousands
of the faithful, such as the naming of a bishop.
“I remember a plenary meeting of the congregation, in which the bishops’ votes were di-
vided evenly: 50% and 50%. Some were in favor of the first candidate, and others in-
clined more towards the second. Both candidates were excellent based on adherence to
tradition, knowledge of the place, and experience.”
“"We told him everything he needed to know, and Pope John Paul II took the papers in his
hands. It was Saturday night, and he told me, ‘"Monday morning I will celebrate Mass for
these intentions, and then I will reach a decision.” I don’t know why he didn't tell me he
8




would do it on Sunday, a day on which he would also celebrate Mass, but I think it was
probably because he already had a long list of intentions,” Cardinal Re explained.

The weekend passed, he recounted, and “Monday, in the afternoon, Cardinal Dziwisz (the
pope’s secretary) gave me the papers from the pope with the name of the bishop written
down, as he had promised.”

First task

Cardinal Re also remembered the pope’s pilgrimage to the Marian shrine of Mentorella,
one of the oldest shrines in Italy and Europe, on October 29, 1978. There, the pope told
the world that “the pope’s primary task is to pray.”

Since the inauguration of the Second Vatican Council, the future John Paul had had the
opportunity to stay in Rome on several occasions, whether for conciliar work or for other
tasks entrusted to him by Pope Paul VI. At that time, he loved to visit the Mother of
Grace, 46 miles from the Vatican, a shrine “hidden among mountains that attracted me
in a special way,” he said.

Thus, during his days in Rome, while praying before the Virgin, a “hunger for prayer”
grew within Wojtyla in order to do the will of God, especially during that decisive moment
for the Church in the world.

Cardinal Re quoted the words of the pope during that pilgrimage. “Prayer, which ex-
presses in various ways man’s relationship with the living God, is also the first task and
almost the first announcement of the pope, just as it is the first condition of his service in
the Church and in the world.”

Cardinal Re acknowledged the coherence between the pope’s words and deeds. “The
pope prayed to discover his deepest thoughts, and was convinced that the first thing he
had to do was to ask God for help so he could then make a decision, doing God’s will in
solving a problem. ”

“Lastly, John Paul II was a mystic, and that could be deduced when we his collaborators
saw him when he went hiking outdoors, in a beautiful country location, when we had to
leave him alone so he could pray and contemplate the landscape. That's when we could
see that he was a mystic.”

Cardinal Re commented on the book published by the Vatican’s publishing house, Christ,
the Church and the World (Cristo, la Chiesa e il mondo, published in Italian), which con-
tains previously unpublished catecheses by the then-Archbishop of Krakow (1965),
Wojtyla “"emphasizes the fact that without Christ we cannot understand the world, nor
can we embrace the mystery of man.”

He also shared the fact that “every catechesis is preceded by a phrase in Latin, a prayer.
A prayer that is not related to the text that it introduces.” In this way, “he wanted each
page to be an act of prayer so that, before beginning the reading, a thought would be
directed to God.”



https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1978/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19781029_mentorella.html

